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WICS 2024 Gala:
A Resounding Success'
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(From left) Stephanie Marquesano 2024 Gala Honoree; Seth Diamond, WJCS CEO; Meira Fleisch, 2024 Gala Honoree

Westchester Jewish Community Services
(WJCS) held a hugely successful Gala at Brae
Burn Country Club on Tuesday, April 16th,
with hundreds of Westchester community
and business leaders, government officials,
and Westchester residents, all passionate ad-
vocates for helping those in need in Westches-
ter County.

The event honorees were Meira Fleisch
of Larchmont, a child and family advocate and
longtime WJCS Board member who was an
Early Learning Specialist in the WJCS Parent-
Child+ program for many years, and Stephanie
Marquesano of Ardsley, founder of the harris
project. Marquesano is a partner with WJCS
in promoting the importance of identifying
and treating the co-occurring disorders of sub-
stance use and mental health.

The evening was filled with inspiring
words and stories shared by WICS clients who
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shared their struggles before coming to the
agency and how the organization transformed
their lives.

“Since 1943, WJCS has been here for the
people of Westchester. Today we provide pro-
grams and services for 20,000 Westchester
residents of all ages and backgrounds. This
year’s Gala theme was “Support. Resiliency.
Well-Being.” That captures the transformative
impact that WJCS supporters make possible,”
said WJICS CEO Seth Diamond. “With the
support of our partners in government, phil-
anthropic foundations, community organiza-
tions, and donors, we look forward to continu-
ing to fulfill our mission of helping individuals
in Westchester address mental health, educa-
tional, cognitive, social, aging, and financial
challenges and shape positive futures.”

View our gala videos and highlights at
wjcs.com/get-involved/wjcs-events/gala.

Westchester County Board of
Legislators Observes Jewish-
American Herltage Month

On May 20, the Westchester County
Board of Legislators observed Jewish-Amer-
ican Heritage Month with a hybrid in-per-
son and virtual ceremony recognizing the
critical work of the County’s Holocaust and
Human Rights Education Center (HHREC),
and the vital, humanitarian efforts of
Health Care Advocate, Jill Ratner, M.D.

Board Chair Vedat Gashi (D- New Cas-
tle, Ossining, Somers, Yorktown) convened
the program, which began with a moving
invocation by Rabbi Sruli Deitsch of the
Chabad Jewish Center of Eastchester. The
Chairman said, “Typically, we would call
this a ‘celebration, but we strike a more g
somber tone this year as we await the safe
return of the Israeli hostages, and a peaceful
resolution to the ongoing conflict in Israel
and Gaza.”

“Tonight, we will present two proc-
lamations. The first proclamation is pre-
sented jointly by the Board of Legislators and the
Westchester Jewish Council (WJC). WJC is an in-
valuable organization — working tirelessly on be-
half of the County’s Jewish community, and con-
necting with other ethnic and faith-based groups
to promote greater understanding. We would like

Leg. Erika Pierce and Dr. Jill Ratner

Chair Vedat Gashi, Leg. Judah Holstein, Mitch Ostrove, Marc Klee, and
Michael Gorney

to give special thanks for their collaboration and
guidance in identifying those in the Jewish com-
munity deserving of special recognition.”

Legislator Judah Holstein (D - Eastchester,
New Rochelle, Tuckahoe) presented the first proc-
lamation with WJC Vice President, Marc Klee, at
his side. He said, “Jewish tradition emphasizes the
significance of ‘Kavod HaBriyut, or human dignity
as so vital that one may violate Jewish law
to preserve it. Tonight, we proudly rec-
ognize the Holocaust and Human Rights
Education Center, whose mission to pre-
serve Holocaust memories and champion
human dignity perfectly embodies this
principle.”

“As a Jewish American, the work of
the HHREC resonates deeply within me.
My own grandparents were fortunate
enough to escape Nazi tyranny, but left
behind parents and siblings who perished
in Treblinka ... Given the present and ongo-
ing challenges faced by Jewish communi-
ties, businesses, and students, whose only
‘crime’ is being Jewish, the HHREC’s mis-
sion is more vital than ever. The HHREC'’s

continued on page 4



UJA-Federation of New York’s Annual
Westchester Celebratlon

UJA-Federation of New
York held its annual Westches-
ter Celebration on May 15 at
the Quaker Ridge Golf Club,
where the women of Neshamot
Impact Philanthropy Fund
were recognized. From left:
Susan Weisfeld, Ellen Brown,
Karen Sobel, Shelly Kivell, Hei-
di Rieger, Martine Fleishman,
Ellen Horing, and Lois Kohn-
Claar. Photo Credit: Michael
Priest Photography

Leaders for Tomorrow

EMPOWERING HIGH SCHOOL
GLOBAL JEWISH ADVOCATES

AJC Leaders for Tomorrow (LFT) high school students at the 2024 LFT Summit
participants after advocating on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC.

AJC’s Leaders for Tomorrow (LFT) innovative education
program for Jewish high school students, is designed to
empower today’s generation of young Jewish leaders to
advocate on behalf of the Jewish people and Israel. LFT
instills in teens the knowledge, confidence, and passion
to serve as positive changemakers among their peers
and in their communities.

To learn more about LFT and Apply for the
2024-25 LFT High School Leaders Cohort, contact

at or
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Museum of Jewish Heritage

- A Living Memorial to the

Holocaust Presents Annual Gathering of Remembrance
at Temple Emanu-El of New York City

Several hundred
New Yorkers came to-
gether on Sunday, May
5, to honor the memory
of those who were lost
during the Holocaust,
as well as survivors
and their descendants,
at the Museum of Jew-
ish Heritage — A Living
Memorial to the Holo-
caust’s Annual Gather-
ing of Remembrance
at Temple Emanu-El of
New York City.

Amid an increase
in antisemitic inci-
dents across the globe,
the memorial served
as a reminder of the
dangers of intolerance
and hate. The Annual
Gathering of Remem-
brance took place a few hours before the start of
Yom HaShoah, or Holocaust Remembrance Day,
and exemplified the Museum’s mission to “never
forget.” Visit youtube.com/MuseumJewishHer-
itage to watch the ceremony.

The program featured remarks and musi-
cal performances. Among the speakers were
Museum President and CEO Jack Kliger, Board
Chair Bruce Ratner, US Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer, US Congressman Jerrold Nadler,
Temple Emanu-El Senior Rabbi Joshua M. David-
son, New York’s Fifth Avenue Synagogue Cantor
Malovaney, and Park Avenue Synagogue Assistant
Cantor Mira Davis, as well as from Holocaust Sur-
vivor Martin Bloch, and grandson of a Holocaust
survivor, Jordan Farkas.

“Let us remember, the Holocaust did not
begin with violence—it started with words. The
Annual Gathering of Remembrance is very much
for and about the 6 million and the survivors,” said
Jack Kliger, President and CEO of the Museum
of Jewish Heritage - A Living Memorial to the
Holocaust. As we embark on this journey of re-
membrance, let us carry the torch of hope in our
hearts. Let us vow to be vigilant guardians of toler-

Holocaust survivor Ray Kaner, with family members, as she lights a Memorial Candle

ance and peace. Let us never forget that it is only
through unity and compassion that we can truly
honor the memory of those we have lost.

“This year’s event is particularly poignant
as we remember not only those who perished
during the Holocaust but also the survivors who
have died in the past year. Their stories, their re-
silience, and their unwavering spirit in the face of
unimaginable adversity will forever inspire us,”
said Museum Board Chairman Bruce Ratner. “As
Elie Wiesel once said “Without memory, there is
no culture. Without memory, there would be no
civilization, no society, no future.” As we gather to
remember today, we solidify our future — a future
where all are taught the lessons of the Holocaust;
where all learn from the resiliency of survivors;
where everyone stands against prejudice.”

Consul General of Israel Ofir Akunis said,
“We are here today to remember, to remember
the victims of the Nazi genocide against the Jew-
ish people, the Holocaust - to understand the real-
ity that six million Jews, one-third of our people,
were murdered in cold blood for no reason other
than being Jewish. Each victim had a name, a

continued on page 4
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The JCC Mid-Westchester Spring Benefit 2024 Savoring
Traditions Jewish Foods from Around the World

On May 22, the JCC Mid-Westchester
(JCCMW) celebrated Jewish foods and tradi-
tions from around the world at their annual
Spring Benefit on Wednesday, May 22. West-
chester chef and writer, Danielle Rehfeld Co-
len, introduced Beejhy Barhany, owner/chef
of Ethiopian-Jewish Tsion Café, Leah Koenig,
chef and author of Portico: Cooking and Feast-
ing in Rome’s Jewish Kitchen, and Liz Reuven,
founder/editor of Kosher Like Me. The chefs/
authors discussed their passion for food and
their culinary journeys with the host of the
evening, Shannon Sarna, cookbook author and
founding editor of The Nosher. Attendees then
enjoyed a specially curated dinner comprised
of a tasting menu inspired by each of the eve-
ning’s guest chefs.

The JCCMW honored three teen lead-
ers—Bailey Goldberg, Ethan Klein, and Lex-
ie Klein— recognizing their hard work and
dedication to projects and efforts that helped
strengthen the Westchester community and
the organization’s mission. “Bailey, Ethan, and
Lexie are the light our community needs right
now. They are our future, and each has made
our community richer,” said Elise Dowell, CEO
of JCCMW. “They represent the very best of
Westchester and the Jewish community and it
gives us great pleasure to celebrate them this
year.”

Spring Benefit Chefs on stage

Bailey Goldberg serves as the volunteer
coordinator of the JCCMW Sunday Funday
program. Her exceptional leadership skills
have helped to ensure that all children have
an equal opportunity to develop relationships
and social skills.
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Ethan Klein, in addi-
tion to volunteering with
the Sunday Funday pro-
gram, developed a new,
inclusive program, FUNda-
mentals of Golf, where he
worked with elementary
school children of all abili-
ties to improve their coor-
dination, critical thinking,
communication, self-con-
trol, and confidence—all
while learning the founda-
tions of golf.

Lexie Klein is a JCC-
MW gymnastics coach and
mentor who has positively
impacted many young gym- Y .
nasts. Her love of the JCC is o
contagious, her passion for the sport has been
inspirational, and her dedication has served to
strengthen the program on many levels.

The JCCMW Spring Benefit was an eve-
ning of community, appreciation, and celebra-
tion attended by many friends, partners, gov-
ernment representatives, and organizations
who support the JCC’s mission and the impor-
tant work they do. Visit www.jeemw.org/do-
nate if you were unable to attend but would like
to support the work of the JCC, and visit www.
jeecmw.org to learn more about the JCCMW.
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Spring Benefit honorees

The JCC Mid-Westchester is a nonprofit
organization that supports the community by
offering outstanding recreational, cultural,
educational, and human services programming
to all people regardless of age, background, re-
ligion, gender identification, or sexual orienta-
tion. Programs are grounded in Jewish values
and are open to all! The JCCMW enriches fami-
lies, connects friends, strengthens community,
and helps people lead joyful lives.

Helping Families
Plan For
The Future

Estate Planning & Administration
Medicaid Planning
Elder Law
Guardianship
Special Needs Planning

Special Education Advocacy

T
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The JCC Mid-Westchester Announces Pride

Celebration

The JCC Mid-Westchester, in partnership
with Keshet and WJCS, is excited to invite the
community to celebrate Pride with a fun, mean-
ingful, colorful, family-friendly afternoon of unity
and togetherness! Attendees will braid rainbow
challah, make special crafts, play games, and en-
joy music, activities, and refreshments.

Rakhel Silverman-Gitin from Keshet will lead
a discussion with author Jeff Bender about his
book Apparel Has No Gender. Amram Altzman,
Keshet’s Associate Director of Youth Programs,
will explore the meaning of allyship with teens
and tweens.

This event is FREE of charge. People of all

ages, genders, backgrounds, and identities are
welcome to join the fun! Rainbow-colored clothes
and accessories are encouraged!

Visit www.jcemw.org/pride-jeccmw to learn
more and to register.

The JCC Mid-Westchester is a nonprofit orga-
nization that supports the community by offering
outstanding recreational, cultural, educational,
and human services programming to all people re-
gardless of age, background, religion, gender orien-
tation, or sexual orientation. Programs are ground-
ed in Jewish values and are open to all! The JCCMW
enriches families, connects friends, strengthens
community, and helps people lead joyful lives.

Westchester County Board of Legislators Observes Jewish-American

Heritage Month

continued from page 1

work is a crucial beacon against darkness, impact-
ing not just Jews but all of humanity.”

Accepting the honor on behalf of HHREC was
Board member, Mitchell Ostrove. He said, “We feel
truly blessed to know that our work is seen and
appreciated. For almost 30 years, the Holocaust &
Human Rights Education Center has been stead-
fast in our mission to impart the crucial lessons of
the Holocaust, genocide, and human rights viola-
tions to educators and students. Now, more than
ever, this work is necessary. We are called upon
almost daily for help. We hold a High School In-
stitute at Iona University, with over 400 students
and teachers from 34 area schools. We host an
Annual Human Rights Institute for Middle School
student leaders. We have a speaker’s bureau with
survivors of the Holocaust as well as second and
third-generation speakers. These second and
third-generation speakers will keep the tragic sto-
ries alive when there are no more survivors to tell
what happened.”

The Board declared May 28, 2024. “Holocaust
and Human Rights Education Center Day” in
Westchester County.

Legislator Erika L. Pierce (D - Bedford, Lew-
isboro, Mt. Kisco, North Salem, Pound Ridge,
Somers) presented the second proclamation say-
ing, presented the second proclamation saying,
“Tonight, I have the extreme pleasure of recog-
nizing Dr. Jill Ratner. Jill was a prominent and
longtime pediatrician in our community. She is
a global healthcare advocate and the non-profit
founder of ‘Hands Up for Haiti.’ Jill is also involved
in many of our community’s non-profits and

helped found Re-Set Westchester, a local organi-
zation that helps settle refugees. Jill is a true Jew-
ishleader, serving as the President, Executive Vice
President, and Social Action Chair of Bet Torah, in
addition to all of her other work. She truly walks
a path so many of us aspire to, in dedicating her
life to ‘tikkun olum’ - or repairing and improving
our world.”

Dr. Ratner warmly thanked the Legislator
for the award and delivered an inspiring message
saying, “For me, community service and helping
others reflects my Jewish values. As Jews, we are
taught to love thy neighbor as thyself. The world
is imperfect, broken, and it is the Jewish impera-
tive to devote our energy and lives to repairing
it ... I have been fortunate to have a professional
career of 34 years in Westchester that allowed me
to fulfill this mission. Healing, of course, has been
integral to my occupation as a physician, and to
my efforts regarding global health care inequity.”

“As a member of the northern Westchester
community, I come alive when I can contribute
to the important social causes, and work that en-
hance all our lives. This by no means is a phenom-
enon limited to me alone - studies have shown that
being in relationships with others, with commu-
nity, having meaningful work, and helping others
are paramount in creating a sense of well-being, of
happiness. So, in the truest sense, much of what I
do truly fulfills my own needs.”

The Board declared June 1, 2024 “Dr. Jill Rat-
ner Day” in Westchester County.

Visit www.westchesterlegislators.com to
learn more.

The next ad/material deadline
for WJL is on June 17
for the July issue.
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Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living Memorial to the Holocaust ...

continued from page 2

smile, and a story. Each one had dreams, and each
one had hope forever destroyed by the Germans.
The Holocaust was not a sudden event that hap-
pened overnight. It was carefully planned and or-
ganized by the Third Reich to destroy the Jewish
people step by step.”

“With the scourge of antisemitism and prej-
udice once again on the rise, it is critical that we
never forget their memory so history can never
repeat itself,” said Congressman Nadler. “Nearly
80 years later, we are confronting another stark
reminder that Jews still face threats to our exis-
tence... together we are strong; we will not be bro-
ken”

Senator Schumer said, “We have a moral re-
sponsibility to make sure the Holocaust’s terrible
stain on humanity never fades from memory. We
must constantly reckon with what happened be-
cause a genocide that’s not properly told can lead
to another. And we owe it to the survivors, to the
families, and indeed to the whole world to contin-
ue bearing witness to the tragic legacy of the Ho-
locaust and repeating our convictions and prayer,
never again.”

“We assemble this afternoon against the
backdrop of a painful year for the Jewish people,”
Rabbi Davidson said. “On this day of days, we con-
demn the rampant Holocaust inversion and abuse
of the Shoah itself as a rhetorical weapon against
Jews and the Jewish state. We know what geno-
cide is. We survived one. And so, we also know we
will emerge from this year of horror even firmer
in our commitment to our people and to fighting
all the religious and ethnic hatreds that still stain
our world.”

Survivor Martin Bloch, “Let us remember
that we need to do everything we can to prevent
evil from really gaining and repeating the same
thing that happened to me and my family.”

Musical guests included Zalmen Mlotek,
Joyce Rosenzweig, Valeriya Sholokhova, HaZa-
mir: the International Jewish Teen Choir, and
more. Production and Production Management
was provided by Bruce & Babette Roberts, Back Of
House Productions.

The event was co-chaired by Museum Board
members Rita Lerner and Ann Oster. Said Rita Le-
rner, who has been part of this annual ceremony
for 35 years, “Together we honor the memory of
all survivors who have passed away leaving us to
carry on their great legacy... we are here for the
memory of the six million murdered during the
Holocaust.”

Page 4 -

US Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schume’r\

A number of organizations partnered with
the Museum: 3GNY; American Jewish Committee
(AJC); Center for Jewish History; Generations of
the Shoah International; Holocaust and Human
Rights Education Center; Jewish Book Council;
Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC); Mu-
seum of Southern Jewish Experience; National
Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene; The New York Board
of Rabbis; We Are Here Foundation and Zamir
Choral Foundation.

About The Museum Of Jewish Heritage - A
Living Memorial to the Holocaust

The Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust is New York’s contribu-
tion to the global responsibility to Never Forget.
Opened in 1997, the Museum is committed to the
crucial mission of educating diverse visitors about
Jewish life before, during, and after the Holocaust.

The Museum’s current offerings include
Courage to Act: Rescue in Denmark, a new exhibi-
tion about the extraordinary rescue of Denmark’s
Jewish population in 1943, a story of mutual aid
and communal upstanding in difficult times for
visitors aged 9 and up; The Holocaust: What Hate
Can Do, a major exhibition offering a timely and
expansive presentation of Holocaust history, on
view in the main galleries; and, Survivors: Faces of
Life After the Holocaust, featuring photographer
Martin Schoeller’s portraits of 75 Holocaust survi-
vors in his signature style.

The Museum of Jewish Heritage maintains
the Peter & Mary Kalikow Jewish Genealogy Re-
source Center, a collection of almost 40,000 ar-
tifacts, photographs, documentary films, and
survivor testimonies, and contains classrooms,
a 375-seat theater (Edmond J. Safra Hall), special
exhibition galleries, and a memorial art installa-
tion, Garden of Stones, designed by internation-
ally acclaimed sculptor Andy Goldsworthy. The
Museum also hosts the National Yiddish Theater
Folksbiene, the Producers of the acclaimed Fid-
dler on the Roof in Yiddish, and LOX at Café Berg-
son an OU-certified café serving eastern European
specialties.

Each year, the Museum presents over 100
public programs, connecting our community in
person and virtually through lectures, book talks,
concerts, and more. For more info visit: http://
mjhnyc.org/events. The Museum receives general
operating support from the New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs and the New York State
Council on the Arts.

Visit mjhnyc.org for more information.

www.westchesterjewishlife.com



Yom HaShoa: Holocaust
Remembrance Day

BY SETH DIAMOND, WJCS CEO

Each year, Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, is a solemn observance to honor the
memory of the six million Jews killed during the
Holocaust. This day holds particular significance
this year, coming seven months af-
ter the devastating attack on Octo-
ber 7th, the deadliest day for Jews
since the Holocaust itself. As Elie
Wiesel stated, “For the dead and
the living, we must bear witness.”

We remember the six mil-
lion to honor their memory and &+
to acknowledge the unfathomable
loss suffered by countless families
who were torn apart by the brutal-
ity of the Nazis. Those memories
remain etched in our hearts, a re-
minder of the importance of pre-
serving their stories and ensuring
history never repeats itself. Yom
HaShoah is a solemn reminder of
the human capacity for both evil
and resilience, urging us to stand
up against hatred and intolerance
wherever it may arise, reaffirm-
ing our commitment to building
a world where such atrocities are
never allowed to happen again.

WICS is at the forefront of work to support
survivors of the Holocaust. Every day our Jewish
programs staff brings joy, support, and comfort
to Holocaust survivors, connecting them to Home
Care, serving as a crucial resource for families,
creating social events, and making sure survivors
have the services they need to move forward. In
the past seven months, that work has been even
more urgent and needed as they console and reas-
sure survivors desperately worried by the news of
the Hamas attacks.

A few weeks ago, you may have seen the obit-
uary of Martin Greenfield, a concentration camp
survivor, who grew up to be a tailor to President

Westchester Jewish Life -

Obama, Frank Sinatra, Michael Bloomberg, and
Lebron James, among others. When Martin was
separated from his father on his first day at Aus-
chwitz, his father, who he would never see again,
told him, “If you survive, you live for us.” Our
Jewish programs staff makes sure the survivors

live for those who did not. We continue to draw
strength from the resilience of the survivors and
are proud of the wonderful work of our WJICS staff
in fostering that resilience.

Rabbi Sharon Brous writes that “the Holocaust
teaches us that silence is not an option and indiffer-
ence is not a choice.” Hate and indifference are com-
plicit. The Holocaust shows us clearly the horrors
of unchecked hate and the dangers of indifference.
Never again will not become a reality on its own.

We must work together against hate in all
its forms and ensure hate will have no victims
amongst us. Together let us stand united in soli-
darity, rejecting hate and intolerance wherever
they may arise, and foster a world built on empa-
thy, compassion, belonging, and respect for all.
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Hadassah Honors Three Young Women with
Its 2024 Leaders of Tomorrow Award

Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organiza-
tion of America, announced that Shira Babajanov,
17, of Greater Houston; Nomi Gedzelman, 17, of
New York City; and Talia Pierson, 15, of West-
chester County, have won the organization’s 2024,
Leaders of Tomorrow Award. The award, a mer-
it-based scholarship, is given annually to three
young women entering 11th or 12th Grade who are
passionate about Israel and the Jewish people and
whose accomplishments in high school show their
potential to become community leaders as adults.

Each winner will receive $1,000 towards the
tuition for Gesher Israel, a summer leadership
program offered by Young Judaea, the oldest Zi-
onist youth movement in America and a longtime
partner of Hadassah. Participants in Gesher Israel
(gesher is Hebrew for bridge) spend three-and-a-
half weeks in Israel honing their leadership skills,
learning about the country’s culture and history
and forging lifelong friendships.

“We congratulate these exceptional young
women,” said Carol Ann Schwartz, Hadassah Na-
tional President. “They have shown the skill and
vision needed to inspire others and they are using
their voices to support Zionism at a time when
many are afraid to show their love for Israel.”

“I look forward to watching these young
women grow into adults who will take their place
as community leaders,” said Greta Rothschild,
chair of Hadassah National Young Judaea. Added
vice chair Elaine Silver, “Shira, Talia and Nomi
exemplify a key part of Hadassah’s mission - to
empower and inspire women of all ages to achieve
their potential.”

Local recipient includes Talia Pierson, 15
- Rising junior at Yorktown High School in York-

A

town Heights, New York, in Westchester County:

Passion for Israel: To honor the victims
of October 7, Talia has led fundraising efforts for
displaced Israeli families and arranged moments
of silence at her high school.

Talent for Leadership: Talia founded
and heads the Justice Brandeis Law Society Junior
Board, whose mission is to combat antisemitism
and support Israel and the Jewish community.
As a member of Northern Westchester Hospital’s
President’s Junior Leadership Council, she and
other Westchester-based high school students
discuss their communities’ health care challenges
and work on ways to address them. Talia, a former
competitive gymnast herself, now makes time to
coach younger gymnasts.

Making a Difference: Talia is active in
Better Together, a local program that teaches
students about the danger of hate and the impor-
tance of developing relationships across commu-
nities and worked to bring it to her school.

Created in 2014, Hadassah’s Leaders of To-
morrow Award grew out of a decades-long part-
nership between Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist
Organization of America, which has been a power-
ful advocate for Israel and Zionism since 1912, and
Young Judaea, the oldest Zionist youth movement
in the United States. By providing scholarships
that make it possible for American children and
young adults to participate in Young Judaea’s sum-
mer camps, Israel programs, year-round activities
and volunteer experiences, Hadassah is strength-
ening future generations’ connection to Israel and
Zionism and shaping tomorrow’s Jewish leaders.

Visit www.hadassah.org or follow Hadassah
on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and Twitter.

www.westchesterjewishlife.com
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Jewish Community Relations Council of New York 2024
Gala Welcomed More Than 400 Guests to Honor Four

Exceptional New York Leaders

Bennett W. Golub. Photo credit: Michael Priest Photography

The Jewish Community Relations Council of
New York (JCRC-NY) hosted more than 400 guests
at its 2024, Gala, honoring four exceptional New York
leaders at The Plaza in Manhattan on May 20th.

The memorable and meaningful event paid spe-
cial tribute to Karen Spar Kasner, recipient of the inau-
gural Communal Leader Award; Morton Sloan, Presi-
dent, and Avi Kaner, Vice President, who received the
Corporate Leader Award on behalf of Morton Williams
Supermarkets; and Anna Propp Riesenberg, recipient
of the Blumberg Family Young Leadership Award.

Karen Spar Kasner, Board Member, JCRC-NY,
and Co-Chair, Center for Shared Society, JCRC-NY, ac-
cepted the inaugural Communal Leader Award from
Rabbi Menachem Creditor, UJA-Federation of New
York’s Pearl and Ira Meyer Scholar in Residence.

Ms. Spar Kasner said: “JCRC plays a key role at a
pivotal time in the history of New York. Tonight and
now tomorrow each of us has a special role and re-
sponsibility both individually and collectively to find
or provide the resources to educate, to have tough
conversations, to connect and make those deeper con-
nections and understandings with those we agree with
and those we do not agree with. We must take actionin
order to preserve the safety and security of the Jewish
people here in New York and in Israel.”

Morton Sloan, President, and Avi Kaner, Vice
President, received the Corporate Leader Award on be-
half of Morton Williams Supermarkets from Elizabeth
Kaner, Mr. Sloan’s daughter and Mr. Kaner’s wife, and
Julia Kaner Meisel, Mr. Kaner’s daughter.

Mr. Sloan said: “The Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council is a lot more than a set of initials right
now given the challenges that confront Israel and
the stain of antisemitism facing Jews both here and
abroad. Its work is more important than ever.”

Mr. Kaner said: “You could be secular. You could
be religious, but at the end of the day, we all watch out
for each other regardless of our beliefs and this is ex-
actly what the JCRC does. It’s the umbrella that unites
us all together, puts us in a room and is there for us to
communicate with the people of New York and the in-
stitutions of New York.”

Anna Propp Riesenberg received the Blumberg
Family Young Leadership Award from its founders,
JCRC-NY Board Member Tom Blumberg and his son
Ben Blumberg.
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JCRC-NY CEO Mark Treyger, Morton Sloan, Karen Spar Kasner, Anna Propp Riesenberg, Avi Kaner, and JCRC-NY President

Ms. Propp Riesenberg said: “I'm deeply deeply
grateful to the board members and staff of the JCRC for
your partnership. Your creativity and dedication make
events like this possible and more importantly bring
the JCRC’s mission to life...This award is more than just
an honor, it’s a call to action. I'm excited to continue
working with all of you to strengthen our community.”

In his welcome remarks, JCRC-NY President
Bennett W. Golub said: “Tonight we gather to honor
four exceptional individuals, JCRC Board Members
Karen Kasner and Anna Propp Riesenberg; and Mor-
ton Sloan and Avi Kaner on behalf of Morton Williams
Supermarkets. Through their actions and advocacy,
each honoree has demonstrated a deep commitment
to building a better, safer, vibrant New York for our
Jewish community and all our neighbors. More im-
portantly, each of them continues to help us secure a
bright future for the New York Jewish community, the
State of Israel, and the preservation and strengthening
of the bond between them.”

The audience was greeted with a performance
of the Israeli and American national anthems by Can-
tor Chaim Dovid Berson of Congregation Kehilath
Jeshurun and video remarks from Ambassador Ofir
Akunis, the new Consul General of Israel in New York;
Hon. Charles E. Schumer, United States Senate Ma-
jority Leader; Hon. Kirsten Gillibrand, United States
Senator; Hon. Kathy Hochul, New York State Governor;
Hon. Hakeem Jeffries, United States House of Repre-
sentatives Democratic Leader; and Linda Mirels, UJA-
Federation of New York President.

Special guests included Ambassador Ofir Aku-
nis; Hon. Mike Lawler and Hon. Jerrold Nadler, Unit-
ed States Representatives; Hon. Letitia James, New
York State Attorney General; Hon. Thomas DiNapoli,
New York State Comptroller; Hon. Brad Lander, New
York City Comptroller; Hon. Mark Levine, Manhattan
Borough President; Hon. Donovan Richards, Queens
Borough President; and Hon. Farah Louis, Hon. Julie
Menin, and Hon. Mercedes Narcisse, New York City
Council Members.

Ambassador Akunis said: “I am proud to join you
in recognizing tonight's remarkable honorees...You
have all made profound contributions to Jewish com-
munities here and in Israel and in so doing you have
strengthened the US-Israel relationship at the time of

continued on page 8
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3,000 Nahal Soldiers in Gaza Enjoy BBQ Dinner Provided by FIDF

An  enormous -
gathering of IDF fore- |
es, fresh from their ©
operations in the -
Gaza Strip, convened
on April 25 for a bar-
becue dinner, hosted
by Friends of the Is-
rael Defense Forces
(FIDF) in collabora-
tion with the Associa-
tion for the Welfare
of Israeli Soldiers
(AWIS).

The special din-
ner for 3,000 soldiers
from the Nahal Bri-
gade and other com-
bat units took place
at a designated area
in southern Israel. The event featured a ceremony
honoring the soldiers for their achievements in
their missions, extending well wishes to those
injured in battle, and commemorating the fallen
soldiers who did not return.

Nahal had been active in the Netzarim cor-
ridor, a strategic route linking southern Israel
to Gaza’s coast, including conducting raids and
bringing humanitarian aid to Gazans. The Nahal
soldiers had just withdrawn from Gaza to join the
162nd Division in preparation for the IDF’s expect-
ed offensive in the Gaza city of Rafah. The event

occurred during the soldiers’ brief respite from
the war.

The brigade’s commander, Colonel Yair
Tzukerman, said at the dinner, “ am proud of you,
fighters and commanders, for your spirit, profes-
sionalism, and dedication. Your bravery will be
recorded in the pages of history. I am proud to
see the brigade, with all its operational capabili-
ties, standing at the forefront of the fighting in the
Gaza Strip and leading to achievements.”

Following Nahal’s redeployment, the 679th
Yiftah Armored Brigade and the 2nd Carmeli In-

1.37 Million Jewish Adults And Children Live in

Eight-County New York Area

The eight-county New York area continues to be
home to the greatest concentration of Jewish people
of any metropolitan area in the United States, ac-
cording to UJA-Federation of New York’s Jewish Com-
munity Study of New York 2023. Released today, the
study is based on nearly 6,000 questionnaires that
were completed during the spring of 2023. The study
examines and reports on community size, demo-
graphics, poverty, mental health, Jewish ritual obser-
vance, and participation in Jewish programs.

“The 2023 Jewish Community Study of New
York offers a comprehensive snapshot of our commu-
nity. Particularly in this challenging moment, these
insights will help guide funding decisions so we can
reach people where they are and ensure the strength
of our Jewish community and the institutions serving
them,” said Eric S. Goldstein, CEO, UJA-Federation of
New York.

In the report, UJA does not make direct com-
parisons about the change in Jewish population from
2011 — the year of the last New York Jewish popula-
tion study — to 2023 because of methodological dif-
ferences between the two studies, including mode
differences in how the two surveys were conducted
(telephone interviews compared to web-based sur-
veys), survey identification processes, and weighting
procedures. As a result, when considering the change
in the population over time, the 2023 study presents
a historical view (looking back to studies in both 1991
and 2002) to provide long-term population trends.
Over the past three decades, the New York area has
experienced broad stability in the total number of
Jewish adults and children in the eight-county area,
with the Jewish population hovering around 1.4, mil-
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Eric S. Goldstein

lion people.

Poverty

Nearly 1 in 5 Jewish households (20%) is poor or
near-poor, with incomes under 250% of the federal
poverty guideline.
In the eight-county area, 147,000 Jewish house-
holds are poor or near-poor, representing about
428,000 people.
More than a third of children in Jewish households
(36%) live in or near poverty.
Jewish poverty is concentrated in Brooklyn, the
Bronx, and Staten Island.

continued on page 9
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fantry Brigade will take over operations in central
Gaza. The Nahal Brigade will begin training for the
attack on Rafah -- where Hamas’s remaining battal-
ions are presumed to be -- or for other operations.

“The welfare of soldiers and their value be-
yond combat requires receiving the best support
possible. Soldiers must be strong, healthy, and get
the support they need. FIDF provides this sup-
port to soldiers on the front lines,” said Lieutenant
Colonel Oz, Commander of Battalion 931. “As a bat-
talion commander, I lead the fight, and with your
support, we can become better soldiers. Everyone
has an important mission to win the war, and we
know that only unity will lead us to victory. Our
strength lies in our unity.”

FIDF is the single organization in the United
States, designated by the IDF, that is authorized to
raise funds for its soldiers, and FIDF acts according
to the requirements of the IDF’s Manpower Direc-
torate to respond to the most urgent requests. Funds
raised at the event will go towards lifesaving medical
supplies such as ambulances, plasma, medical de-
vices, and field hospitals, as well as hygiene kits and
aid for the thousands of bereaved families who are
suffering the loss of a loved one. As the IDF’s official
partner, FIDF is the fastest and most direct way to
support IDF soldiers. So far, more than $73 million
has been transferred to the IDF to meet their most
urgent requests for its soldiers.

Photo credit: Ori Shemesh, courtesy of FIDF.

AJC Applauds President Biden’s Remarks
Condemning Antisemitism at
Holocaust Remembrance Ceremony

American Jewish Commit-
tee (AJC) thanks President Biden
for his resolute commitment to
combating antisemitism and
protecting Jewish communities,
highlighted in remarks delivered
today at a Holocaust Remem-
brance Event at the U.S. Capitol
seven months after Hamas car-
ried out the deadliest attack on
the Jewish people since the Ho-
locaust and in the wake of yester-
day’s remembrance of Yom HaS-
hoah (Holocaust Remembrance
Day).

“Every protester on college
campuses perpetuating false nar-
ratives about Israel and threat-
ening Jewish students should
watch President Biden’s speech,”
said AJC CEO Ted Deutch. “The President put
into words what so many Jews are experiencing
around the world, especially Jewish college stu-
dents. I commend President Biden for not only
standing up against rising antisemitism in word
but for reminding the world of the realities of the
Holocaust and October 7.”

During his remarks, President Biden called
attention to the disturbing parallels between Oc-
tober 7 denial and Holocaust denial and the im-
pact this has on Jews here in the United States and
around the world. The October 7 terrorist attack
against Israel by Hamas, in which more than 1,200
Israelis were killed and hundreds more taken hos-
tage in Gaza, was the deadliest day for Jews since
the Holocaust. Yet, as President Biden said, “[t]oo
many people [are] denying, downplaying, rational-
izing, ignoring the horrors of the Holocaust and
October 7 - including Hamas’ appalling use of
sexual violence to torture and terrorize Jews. It’s
absolutely despicable, and it must stop.”

“To deny atrocities against Jews is to relieve
the perpetrators of responsibility; it is rhetoric
like this that fuels the rising antisemitism here at
home and around the world,” said Deutch. “This
surge of antisemitism in the U.S. is an urgent
threat to Jews and all Americans.”
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Ted Deutch

AJCalsowelcomesthe Biden
Administration’s announcement
today of additional actions build-
ing on The U.S. National Strategy
to Counter Antisemitism, includ-
ing new Department of Education
guidance for all school districts
and colleges on antisemitic dis-
crimination, the creation of an
online campus safety resources
guide from the Department of
Homeland Security, and State De-
partment outreach to technology
companies to discuss best prac-
tices to combat antisemitism on
their platforms.

AJC will continue to sup-
port and advocate for students
at all levels of education and engage with school
and university administrators as this urgent fight
against antisemitism on campus requires deep
and ongoing collaboration between the Jewish
community, the White House, the Department of
Education, and educational institutions.

“AJC’s State of Antisemitism in America 2023
Report found that more than 1in 5 American Jews
who experienced antisemitism online (22%) re-
ported that the online incident(s) made them feel
physically threatened and that 62% of American
Jews reported seeing or hearing antisemitism
online or on social media in the past 12 months.
We have been working with technology compa-
nies to help identify and reduce antisemitism on
their platforms and welcome the Special Envoy’s
expertise and guidance as we work to make these
online public squares free from harassment,” said
Deutch.

AJC is the global advocacy organization for
the Jewish people. With headquarters in New
York, 25 regional offices across the United States,
15 overseas posts, as well as partnerships with
38 Jewish community organizations worldwide,
AJC’s mission is to enhance the well-being of the
Jewish people and Israel and to advance human
rights and democratic values in the United States
and around the world. Visit www.ajc.org for more
information.
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have become more united than ever,”

“Top Chef ”? Celeb Gail Slmmons Headllnes Westchester Event Supporting Israel

JNF-USA Westchester & Southern CT Board Chairs Brenda & Michael Benn; Gail Simmons (Photo Credit: Perry Bindelglass)

Celebrity chef, culinary expert, cookbook
author, and TV personality Gail Simmons, per-
haps best known for her role as a judge on Bravo’s
Emmy-winning series Top Chef, was the keynote
speaker at Jewish National Fund-USA’s 11th an-
nual Water & Wine Reception in Westchester on
April g, honoring local philanthropists Bonnie &
Dr. Norman Weiss.

For over 15 years, the Weiss family has con-
tributed significantly to Jewish National Fund-
USA’s Central Negev Task Force and the orga-
nization’s Westchester Board of Directors. The
couple’s charitable giving, vision, and motivation
played an integral role in the realization of Jewish
National Fund-USA’s Skate Park & Water Park in
Mitzpe Ramon, Israel, located deep in the heart of
Israel’s Negev Desert.

The event, held at Westchester Reform Tem-
ple and co-chaired by Caren & Hillel Hammerman
and Becky & Aaron Kuperman, also offered more
than 200 philanthropists the opportunity to unite

in solidarity with the people of Israel and learn
how they can make a difference in the lives of Is-
raelis impacted by the October 7 atrocities.

Attendees observed a moment of silence
for the victims of the massacre and said prayers
for the immediate return of the hostages. Ada
Pasternak, an award-winning musician whose
music has been featured on Netflix and has been
streamed by millions on YouTube and Spotify, also
performed her original ballad, “100 Days,” a song
about bringing home beloved Israelis who are be-
ing held captive by Hamas.

“On October 7, we witnessed barbarity and
evil unleashed on our People, but we’ve never
been prouder to be Jews and to belong to this com-
munity,” said Co-presidents of Jewish National
Fund-USA’s Westchester and Southern CT Board
of Directors, Brenda & Mike Benn. “Jewish Nation-
al Fund-USA was with the people of the Israel En-
velope communities before that infamous day. We
have stood with them shoulder to shoulder since

Honorees Dr. Norman and Bonnie Weiss (Photo Credit: Perry Bindelglass)

then, and we are determined to build a brighter
future for tomorrow. Our promise remains unbro-
ken; we will do all we can to pave the way for their
care today and return home in the days ahead. We
will walk with them every step of the way.”

Local ambassadors (lay leaders) highlighted
how Jewish National Fund-USA has raised over
$60 million in emergency aid since the “Black
Shabbat” and has supported the evacuation and
relocation of tens of thousands of residents in Is-
rael’s South while providing thousands more with
housing, food, clothing, and other supplies.

Attendees also learned about Jewish Na-
tional Fund-USA’s Livnot B’Yachad - Build To-
gether plan, a comprehensive strategic initiative
to rebuild Israeli communities on the border with
Gaza and provide the infrastructure and quality of
life needed to allow residents to feel safe coming
home.

“In the face of this adversity, something ex-
traordinary has happened: The Jewish People

said Jewish National Fund-USA Di-
rector, Westchester & Southern CT,
Samara Rader. “We have rallied to-
gether and are standing shoulder to
shoulder; supporting each other and
our family in the Jewish Homeland.
We will rebuild, repaint, replant, and
restore these communities to a new
level of glory.”

In her keynote address, Sim-
mons spoke about her personal jour-
ney to becoming a famous chef and
TV judge on the #1 rated food show
on cable television while highlight-
ing her connection to Israel and
commitment to Zionism. She also
autographed cookbooks and partici-
pated in a “meet and greet” with Jewish National
Fund-USA Donor Society members at the event’s
exclusive VIP reception while guests sampled
Simmons’ appetizer and cocktail recipes from her
new cookbook, Bringing It Home.

For more information or to learn about fu-
ture events, email Samara Rader, Director, West-
chester & Southern CT at srader@jnf.org or call
her at 212-879-9300, ext.510.

Jewish National Fund-USA builds a strong,
vibrant future for the land and people of Israel
through bold initiatives and Zionist education. As a
leading philanthropic movement, the organization
supports critical environmental and nation-build-
ing activities in Israel’s north and south as it de-
velops new communities in the Negev and Galilee,
connects the next generation to Israel, and creates
infrastructure and programs that support ecology,
people with disabilities, and heritage site preser-
vation, all while running a fully accredited study
abroad experience through its Alexander Muss
High School in Israel. Visit jnf.org to learn more.

Jewish Community Relations Council of New York 2024 Gala Welcomed More Than 400 Guests to Honor Four Exceptional New York Leaders
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great need. Indeed this has always been the JCRC way -
progress through dialogue, intercommunity work, and
the building of bridges.”

Majority Leader Schumer said: “T've always been
animmense supporter of JCRC. You've been an invalu-
able resource not just for me but for the entire New
York delegation for so many years. You're at the front
of grassroots coalition building to protect New York’s
Jewish community and guard against the terrible
scourge of antisemitism...Few organizations have so
much reach and do as much good as you do and now
more than ever your mission is critical. Our entire
city will continue to look to JCRC to continue build-
ing bridges of peace and understanding right here at
home. I'll stand by your side where I've always been
because I believe in your mission because I know your
impact and because without you our city can never
hope to be the model of tolerance and prosperity that
we strive for.”

Senator Gillibrand said: “JCRC-NY is an incred-
ible resource for the Jewish community in New York
especially in these challenging times. We're so grateful
for your leadership and advocacy as we work together
to support Israel and the Jewish community and to
combat antisemitism in all its forms.”

Governor Hochul said: “JCRC has been at the
forefront, and tonight we're here to celebrate that...I'll
continue using the full force of our state government to
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combat antisemitism, and I promise that aslong asI'm
Governor...I'll stand to protect the Jewish community.
So thank you again for your tireless work, your selfless
generosity, and congratulations on another incredible
year of service.”

Democratic Leader Jeffries said: “It's an honor
and a privilege to once again have an opportunity to ad-
dress the JCRC of New York, an incredibly important
organization that does meaningful work...My commit-
ment to you as a member of Congress is that I will con-
tinue to do everything that I can with the position that
I have in the times when it matters the most to ensure
that never again unequivocally means never again. The
effort to combat antisemitism - it’s not a Democratic
issue or Republican issue; it is an American issue and
we must all commit to crushing antisemitism and all
forms of hatred...We will also continue to stand behind
Israel’s unequivocal right to defend itself and lift up the
special relationship between the United States and the
State of Israel.”

Ms. Mirels said: “I am so glad to join you in cel-
ebrating tonight’s honorees and recognizing the vital
work of JCRC. We find ourselves in complex times
with increased antisemitism and anti-Israel rhetoric.
We are grateful to have JCRC as our partner as we
tackle these issues strategically and effectively. JCRC
is a bridge builder across all segments of our diverse,
dynamic city. By leveraging relationships with elected
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officials and community leaders as well as by working
with other faith and ethnic groups, JCRC weaves the
tapestry of a more interconnected New York that en-
sures the Jewish community has the relationships it
needs in this moment.”

Camille Joseph Varlack, New York City Mayor
Eric Adams’ Chief of Staff, and Eric Goldstein, UJA-
Federation of New York CEO, provided in-person greet-
ings.

Ms. Varlack said: “Iwould like to congratulate and
thank the JCRC for all you do for the Jewish commu-
nity and for New Yorkers. Your support cannot be over-
stated... Protecting our Jewish community is a sacred
responsibility and one that we discuss and think about
every single day. Everyone who wears ayarmulke or hi-
jab or any other sign of their faith should feel safe and
welcome in our city”

Mr. Goldstein said: “There has never ever been a
more important time in our lives to support the work
of the JCRC. We are proud to be JCRC’s principal
funder because the work they do has always been and
particularly now is vital to the well-being of the Jewish
community.”

The program also featured remarks from Mark
Treyger, JCRC-NY CEO, and a L'Chaim, or Toast, for
Hope from Marc E. Wolf, JCRC-NY Chief Develop-
ment Officer, in tribute to Israeli hostages in Gaza and
in memory of all innocent lives lost in the war against
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Hamas.

Mr. Treyger said: “We, JCRC- New York, make
sure that we are in the room with leaders when deci-
sions are made that concern the safety, the security,
and the well-being of the Jewish people, here in our
great City, New York. And it is also about making sure
that we are front and center in grassroots coalitions
building multi-ethnie, multi-religious, multi-racial co-
alitions to promote a more fair and just society while
promoting Jewish identity...Our history and story is
more than October 7th. Our history and story are more
than the Holocaust. Jewish Americans help build New
York and help build the United States of America...That
is the work of JCRC-New York, and we are committed
with every fiber in our being to strengthening that
work for generations to come.”

Mr. Wolf said: “To our fallen heroes, we vow to
honor your sacrifices by living life to the fullest and
with integrity, to uphold the principles that make the
State of Israel and our country here at home the best on
Earth...Toall innocent civilians caught in the line of fire
and their surviving families, our hearts go out to you.
Finally, to the hostages and their families, we know you
are paying the price daily. We will never forget, and we
will never give up hope, we will not stop fighting for
you, because until all Jews are free, no Jew is free.”

Connect with JCRC-NY on Twitter, Facebook,
YouTube and Instagram

www.westchesterjewishlife.com



Empowering Seniors at
Westchester Jewish
Community Services (WJCS)

WICS is dedicated to helping seniors age in
place safely and with dignity. Seniors generally
prefer living in their own homes, in their familiar
surroundings. But as they age, seniors often ex-
perience health challenges that make shopping,
driving to medical and dental appointments, and
socializing difficult. Being involved in the com-
munity all becomes a struggle. The stresses of ag-
ing are exacerbated by feelings of loneliness. The
death of a spouse or friends, the demands of be-
ing a caregiver, and the difficulty traveling to see
friends can all create a sense of social isolation.

“My husband and I are in our 80s and have lived
in Yonkers for over 60 years. Our plan has always
been to ‘age in place. This past year, I found myself
living alone after my husband sustained an injury
which has resulted in a long stay in a rehabilitation
center. I have not felt safe driving for a number of
years, and I found myself in need of transportation
to be able to visit my husband. My daughter helped
me connect with the WJCS Yonkers NNORC. Alexis
and Mary of Yonkers NNORC were lovely, and ably
assisted me in applying for Westchester Paratran-
sit Services, so that I could access low-cost door-to-
door transportation. Their help proved invaluable in
securing the transportation services which enable
me to maintain my independence and regularly visit
with my husband. We've been married for 69 years.

Spending as much time as we can together is so very
important to us both.” ~ Member of our WJCS Yon-
kers NNORC Program

Twenty percent of the population in West-
chester is over age 60. Of those age 65 and older,
39% live alone. Growing older is not just physically
challenging; it’s also emotionally challenging.
Many seniors face health and mobility limitations.
Those who enjoyed and are no longer working
often lack a sense of purpose and vitality. Innova-
tive program, services, and fitness, recreational,
and educational activities help seniors maintain a
sense of identity, self-esteem, and self-worth.

Emotional and practical support, both in-
dividual and in groups, helps caregivers who are
often overwhelmed with stress and added re-
sponsibilities, navigate their challenges and feel
less isolated and alone, emotional support, care
management guidance, and resources play an im-
portant role in helping caregivers deliver the best
care for their loved ones and themselves.

Your compassion makes sure seniors and
their caregivers in Westchester can age in place
for as long as possible safely and as part of the
community.

WICS provides a variety of programs & ser-
vices for seniors as well as support for their care-
givers. Learn more at www.wjcs.com.

Calendar of Events

JCCMW

999 Wilmot Road, Scarsdale, NY

Tuesday, June 4, 11:30 - 1:00 p.m.

Lunch & Learn: Foods That Boost Your Mood
Admission: $10; Free for Members

Join JCCMW to learn more about foods that will
boost your mood and lift your spirits.

A delicious vegetarian lunch will be served.

Visit www.jeemw.org/event/boost-your-mood/ to
learn more and to register.

JCCMW

999 Wilmot Road, Scarsdale, NY

American Red Cross: Lifeguard Certification
Classes

June1, 2, and 9: 9:00 AM-4:00 PM

June 21, 22, and 23: 9:00 AM—4:00 PM

July 22, 23, 24, and 25: 3:30 PM-9:00 PM

Cost: $436.50 for Aquatics Members; $485 for
non-members

Three-day Red Cross courses provide entry-level
participants the knowledge and skills to prevent,
recognize, and respond to aquatic emergencies
and to provide care for breathing and cardiac
emergencies injuries and sudden illnesses until
EMS personnel take over.

Participants who successfully complete the life-
guarding course receive an American Red Cross
certificate for Lifeguarding/First Aid/CPR/AED
valid for two years.

Prerequisites:

« Age 15+
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+ Swim 300 yards continuously.

- Tread water for 2 minutes using only the legs.

« Complete a timed event within 1 minute 40
seconds by starting in the water, swimming 20
yards, surface dive to a depth of 7 to 10 feet to
retrieve a 10-pound object, return to the surface,
and swim 20 yards on the back to return to the
starting point exit the water without using steps
or aladder.

Bring $65 cash to first class for certification fee
and pocket mask.

Visit www.jeemw.org/lifeguard-certification-
classes/ to register.

Hospice of Westchester Hosts 22nd Annual Golf
Invitational

Westchester Hills Golf Club - 401 Ridgeway,
White Plains, NY 10605

Tuesday, June 4, 2024

10:00 a.m.: Registration and brunch/lunch

12:30 p.m.: Shotgun start with scramble format
4:30 p.m.: Cocktail reception, dinner, and awards
Individual and foursome registrations, journal
ads and sponsorships are now available. For more
information, please contact Holly Benedict, 914-
682-1484, ext. 122 or hbenedict@hospiceofwest-
chester.com.

June 2024 - lyar-Sivan 5784 -

No Hate In Qur States

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL

The Moment The Music Stood Still: October 7,
6:29 a.m.

Recently, AJC’s (American Jewish Committee)
three NY-based regional offices convened leaders across
our regions to bear witness at the Nova Music Festival
exhibit in New York City. The Nova Exhibit marks the
moment the “Music Stood Still” as Hamas terrorists at-
tacked the Nova Music Festival in Israel on October 7.

Go seeit: Novaexhibition.com

This heart-wrenching exhibit recreates the atmo-
sphere, the scenes, the sounds, the moment our world
and our lives were shattered on October 7. As difficult as
itis, is how important the need to go—to bear witness, to
say, “We will dance again”.

This exhibit draws us in, forces us to lean in. Small
screens and cell phones force us to draw in close to the
scenes lovingly recreated to honor the memories of
Israelis of all ages who were simply celebrating life and
music.

Teenagers. Mothers.
Friends.

We feel, we see, we hear, we smell the music festi-
val in the moments before and after the Hamas attacks.
Incense perfumes the air, draws us in to the sheer joy
festival attendees had created to celebrate music and to
celebrate life itself.

And then, as we know, in gut-wrenching detail be-
cause of the very recordings the Hamas terrorists made
themselves, our world STOPPED. But don't stay away
out of fear.

GO.

Put yourself in this space - listen to the music that
was playing at the festival, see the tents, the teddy bears,
the Siddurim (yes, siddurim) that some participants had

Teachers. Musicians.

with them.

Understand the diversity of Israel and the Jewish
community in that space. Israelis united in their joy of
CELEBRATING LIFE.

That is Israel. That is the Jewish community. We
celebrate life.

We dance. We create.

Take friends. Take non-Jewish friends and col-
leagues. Go together. Experience it. Talk about it.

Useyour voice.

But go.

Bear witness.

‘We must never lose sight of what happened that
day.

We must never lose sight of the most important
issue of all - for the hostages to be released safely and im-
mediately from Gaza.

As the sense of right and wrong seems turned up-
side down these days, this exhibit is a powerful impera-
tive to know what happened on October 7. Not through
social media. Not through news articles, but through

R

experience. We say “Hineni”. “Count on me.”

Standing Proud: Jewish American Heritage Month

And through it all, we just commemorated Jew-
ish American Heritage Month during the month of
May. This year especially, it is important to note that
the Jewish community is not alone. We have many
friends and allies who stand strong with the Jewish
community.

Indeed, a few days ago, we at AJC were honored to
celebrate Jewish American Heritage Month with West-
chester County Executive George Latimer, Deputy Ex-
ecutive Ken Jenkins, and the Westchester County Board
of Legislators. We stand strong based on shared values
and dignity for all. Together.

As we celebrate the extraordinary accomplish-
ments of the American Jewish community across every
aspect of society - the arts, medicine, law, education,
research, business, and the very fabric of America, we
stand resolute.

‘We Will Dance Again.

Myra Clark-Siegel is AJC Westchester/Fairfield re-
gional director. To get involved or request an AJC speaker:
AJC@westchester.org.

1.37 Million Jewish Adults And Children Live in Eight-County New York Area

continued from page 7

33% of Jewish households received government
benefits.

Denomination
20% of Jewish households identify as Reform.
19% of Jewish households identify as Orthodox.
15% of Jewish households identify as Conservative.
47% of Jewish households report no or some other
denominational identification.
There are approximately 430,000 Jews who live in
Orthodox households, comprising 249,000 adults
and 181,000 children.

Demographics

- In 2023, there were an estimated 13,000 Holocaust
survivors living in Jewish households in the eight-
county area, 92% of whom lived in New York City.
The largest number of these individuals live in
Brooklyn, accounting for 65% of the total number
of survivors in the eight-county area.

- 14% of Jewish households include a person who
identifies as LGBTQ+.

- The overall percentage of married couples who are
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intermarried is 37%.

- In the eight-county area, 28% of Jewish adults are
above the age of 65.

- One in eight Jewish adults (12%) identifies as non-
white (Black, Asian, multiracial, or other) and/or
Hispanic. This includes the 7% of Jews who did not
identify as white in our study, plus an additional 5%
who identified as white and Hispanic.

The U.S. Census is prohibited from asking ques-
tions about religion, so the 2023 Jewish Community
Study of New York is the prime source of information
about the Jewish community at the current moment.
The survey collected data from a cross-sectional, rep-
resentative sample of New York-area adults who live
in a Jewish household. The geographic scope is the
New York eight-county area — the five New York City
boroughs, Nassau, Suffolk, and Westchester counties.

A complete methodological report can be found
online at: https://communitystudy.ujafedny.org/
methodology. UJA-Federation contracted with the
research firm SSRS to design this study and collect
the data. The margin of error for the entire sample of
adultsin Jewish householdsis + 1.5 percentage points.
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BUSINESS CARDS

$108. per issue. Prepaid only. Just
mail us your Business Card and Full
Payment and we’ll take care of the
rest. Mail to:
Shoreline Publishing,
629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213,
Pelham, N.Y. 10803

CLASSIFIEDS

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $131.00 for 4 lines. Ad runs
in 7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to: Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629
Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

ANTIQUES + ART * COLLECTIBLES

Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry,
books, cameras, records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports
cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

JUNK REMOVAL AND CLEAN OUTS

‘Dump N Chase’ junk removal is a group of college hockey players who will
remove your junk, transport large household items, and clean out garages, at-
tics, and sheds. Call or text 914-860-5177.

SENIOR CARE AT HOME

Family Care refers live-in and live-out companions allowing to be in the
comfort of your own home. We specialize in referring Filipino companions. All
candidates are fluent in English, background checks and excellent references.
For our personalized services, call Marie at 212-961-6993.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE

Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs
exp. with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc., Seeks FT
job as Caregiver. Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

MARIA CLEANING SERVICES
Houses, Condos, Construction and Offices. Experienced with References
Available. Call or Text at: 203-312-4428.

PURCHASING MIDCENTURY MODERN, ART, ESTATES

Established NYC collector & dealer paying highest prices possible for
20th C. Modern Furniture & Art. Single items and estate contents. Please
contact me directly at 917-566-9451.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly woman to assist with companionship,
appointments and more. Contact me at 914-298-8872.
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Dedicated to the Jewish Faith, Mt. Eden Cemetery has
served the Tri-State area for over sixty years. Its peaceful
hillside setting is one of the most

beautiful in Westchester.
g g For more information please call R g
J our sales counselors at: J

(914) 769-0603
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20 Commerce Street, Hawthorne, New York

Westchester Jewish Life

Edward Shapiro, President and Publisher
es@shorelinepub.com www.westchesterjewishlife.com
New Rochelle Review
www.newrochellereview.com
The Pelham Post
www.thepelhampost.com
The Bronxville Bulletin
www.thebronxvillebulletin.com
Larchmont Ledger
www.larchmontledger.com
Harrison Herald
www.harrisonherald.com

Helene Pollack, Emeritus Publisher

Joyce Farrell, Editor
joyce.farrell@shorelinepub.com

Cynthia Pena, Art Director
shorelineproduction@gmail.com

Mary DeYoung, Advertising Account Executive
mdeyoung.61@gmail.com

Lauren Levine, Advertising Account Executive
levinelaur@gmail.com

Westchester Jewish Life is published monthly by Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. 914-738-7869.The en-
tire contents of Westchester Jewish Life is copyrighted. No portion may be reproduced without written permission of the publisher. The views, opinions
and content of this publication does not necessarily reflect that of the staff of Shoreline Publishing.

Shoreline i Publishing

Westchester's Community MNewspapers
Shoreline Publishing accepts the submission of articles, events and items of interest no more than 500 words
with .jpg photos for inclusion in Shoreline newspapers and websites. Email to: shorelineproduction@gmail.com
or Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803. Shoreline Publishing reserves the

right to edit or omit any submissions.
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Shoreline
Publishing, Inc.

www.shorelinepub.com

Harrison Herald
Larchmont Ledger
New Rochelle Review
The Pelham Post
The Bronxville Bulletin
Westchester Jewish Life
Westchester Women Magazine

Pelham Resource & Business Directory
Annual Community Guide
Annual Holiday Gift & Entertainment Guide
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Advertising Is Alive and Well!
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* A great print ad captures our attention. A digital ad on social media can get lost in the crowd.

* Those who turn off technology turn to print media to entertain and inform them.

* Shoreline newspapers and magazine deliver quality and reliable material. Our readers will realize that because
you chose Shoreline publications to place your print ad, your business is equally reliable and high-quality.

* At Shoreline Publishing you have the unique opportunity to choose one or more newspapers to place your print
ad. In addition you can also select our full-color quarterly magazine, Westchester Women. All of our publications
reach the most affluent areas of Westchester County.

* Print ads allow you to choose a size that fits your budget, such as a quarter, half or full page ad. If you need us to
handle the design, no problem, it is complimentary.

Make the Right Impression ... in Print.
Contact our office to get started. Call 914-738-7869.

629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803 | 914-738-7869 | email: shorelineproduction@gmail.com
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The Ambassador of Scarsdale
Lu:xwy Assisted Living — Superior Service
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Senior li-ving

as you’ve never imagined.
Come see for yourself.

T O il assodlon

SCARSDALE

Unparalleled Luxury. Superior Service.
9 Saxon Wood Road, White Plains, NY 10605-5204
www.theambassadorscarsdale.com
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The Ambassador of Scarsdale

A luxurions assisted I{x'ing and MEMOry care option
on the forefront of exceptional senior living - combmning

world-class }mspit nlil}I with il'ldﬁ'idu:!l]"}’ tatlored services.

Our Memory Care Program
A l'ru|:_r beauriful setting spﬂciﬂcuﬂy -:Icsigl'wd to enhance
the lives of pcnpfr: with Alzheimer's and related disorders
features a private l:mdstnpﬂd gﬂrdt‘n and cerufied

Music and Memory program

For information on our community

please call Jean Dunphy, President

at 914-428-3782 ext# 104 or email
jdunphy@theambassadorscarsdale.com




